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“Compassionate care, celebrating life… even when there is no cure.” 

“Soins attentionnés, célébration de la vie…même s’il n’existe aucun espoir de guérison” 

NEWS RELEASE 
For immediate release - October 21, 2020 

 

Local group gets together to raise funds for new residential hospice 

 
MONCTON, NB – In February of 2019, Hospice Southeast New Brunswick (SENB) received a note from a long-
time volunteer and supporter, Trudy Steeves. She and her husband Gary had toured Bobby’s Hospice in Saint 
John and were inspired to raise funds for the residential hospice in Moncton. When Gary's childhood friend Paul 
Whitmee died, the couple decided to dedicate their fundraising campaign to honour Paul's memory. They 
reached out to their friends from Moncton High School days (Paul graduated Class of '66; his wife Laura 
graduated Class of '67), and those who knew Paul from his days at Moncton’s YMCA, where he was involved in 
many programs (Leaders Corps, Hi-Y and swim team).  

Their friends heard the call and today the Paul Whitmee Fund has grown to approximately $30,000.  

A number of Paul Whitmee Fund donors recently joined Laura Whitmee, Capital Campaign co-chair Dennis 
Cochrane, and Honourary Chair Julie McKenna (also a ’67 grad!) to review the layout of the new residential 
hospice. Construction has begun on the 10-room bilingual facility, which will serve all citizens of Albert, Kent and 
Westmorland counties, at no charge.  
 
Trudy Brydges is one of ‘the gang’. Her husband Bill died nine years ago and she remembers how Hospice SENB 
helped her through that tough time. “I heard about the Hospice bereavement group at my doctor’s office,” she 
remembers. “I sat in on a session that had already begun a couple of weeks earlier, but they made me feel right 
at home. I didn’t have to explain anything, I could let my feelings out, they understood. They made me feel safe. 
It was the best thing, it was what I needed. When that session ended, I joined the next 7-week session! And I’ve 
been a supporter ever since.” 

Trudy and Gary Steeves are still accepting donations for the Paul Whitmee Fund. 
To donate to the Fund or in general to the Hospice SENB capital campaign, you can: 

- donate online at www.hospicesenb.ca; 

- drop donations off at the Hospice Shoppe (164 Collishaw Street, Moncton);  

- mail donations to Hospice SENB, 640 Mountain Road, Moncton, NB E1C 2P3; or 

- donate via credit card by calling (506) 850-4673.  

-  

Hospice SENB is a registered charity and income tax receipts will be issued. 
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Media contact:  Dennis Cochrane, Chair, Hospice SENB Board of Directors  
(506) 471-2861 
dcochrane@stu.ca 
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Standing, from left to right – Trudy Brydges, Julie McKenna, Peter Rooney, Gary Steeves and Dennis Cochrane. 
Seated from left to right – Trudy Steeves, Laura Whitmee, Betty Rooney 

 
 
 


